Relive the magic of many
a Hollywood blockbuster
in this versatile Czech city

NELLIE HUANG
traveller@mediacorp.com.sg

IT HAS passed off as Zurich, London and
even Israel. You've seen Tom Cruise race
through its streets, and Vin Diesel knock
thugs off its bridges.

Prague is a film-maker’s dream. Like a
versatile actor, its landmarks and edifices
evoke the look and feel of other metropo-
lises.

And it’s affordable. Sandwiched be-
tween Austria and Germany in the Czech
Republic, Prague is often a cheap alternative
to its pricey neighbours, yet its style and
history allow it to saunter elegantly just like
any other western European capital.

Dubbed the “City of a Hundred Spires”,
the Czech capital is renowned for its dra-
matic skyline, fairytale castles and medie-
val towers. Downtown Prague, meanwhile,
is a gleaming modern centre. The eclectic
combination makes the city an ideal setting
for a variety of films — from contemporary
to historical, to action — which a tour of
film locations in Prague amply shows.
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Doesn’t the Astronomical
Clock at Old Town Square
resemble a scene out of
The Brothers Grimm?

OLDTOWN SQUARE

I joined a group of film fans in the city’s his-
toric centre to relive famous movie scenes
shot here. The Old Town Square, which en-
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compasses baroque churches and the crowd-

pulling Astronomical Clock, resembled a set-

ting from a Grimm Brothers’ fairytale.
“Many Hollywood movies were filmed

in Prague,” said our guide as he led us past
alfresco cafes and fountains. “The Brothers
Grimm, Blade Il and Mission Impossible, among
the most famous ones. You've also seen it
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posing as other cities, such as Amsterdam’s
red-light district in horror film Hostel, and a
stand-in for 1900s Vienna in The Illusionist.”

Right where we stood, the gothic stee-
ple of Tyn church was the setting of action
movie xXx's opening scene. We continued
along Celetna Street to follow the movie’s
trail to Obecni dum, the Municipal House.
Glittering with colourful mosaic tiles and a
golden facade, the art nouveau edifice was
the backdrop for Vin Diesel’s lunch scene
with actress Asia Argento.

CHARLES BRIDGE

Weaving through dramatic architecture and
rows of restaurants, we made our way to the
city’s emblematic Charles Bridge. The bridge
that spans Vtlava River was flooded with
tourists rubbing its legendary sculptures for
good luck, street artists selling paintings and
performers strutting their stuff.

“An important scene in Mission Impossi-
ble was filmed at this spot,” our guide pointed
out. “This was where Jon Voight was seen
falling off the bridge into the Vtlava River.”
Directing our gaze towards the river bank,
he added: “That’s Kampa Island, where Tom
Cruise’s car exploded.

Tom Cruise in —
Mission Impossible

KAMPA ISLAND

We walked over to the island, traversing the
“Devil’s Stream” that connected it to Cen-
tral Prague. A natural islet formed by Vtlava
River, Kampa Island is often referred to as the
“Venice of Prague” by locals who go there on
weekends to enjoy the sun.

Kampa Park doubled as a Zurich site in
the blockbuster The Bourne Identity. It was
there that Matt Damon’s character discov-
ered his lightning quick reflexes by flooring
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a couple of Swiss policemen.

Meanwhile, the exterior of the nearby
Lichtenstein Palace was passed off as the
American Embassy in Mission Impossible.
Visitors who venture beyond the doors will
see lavish rooms and grand views. Indeed, the
palace has a glorious history, having hosted
prominent personalities such as Queen Eliza-
beth IL.

PRAGUE CASTLE

We climbed the steep Nerudova Street to get
to Prague Castle, a sprawling royal residence
poised high above the Mala Strana district.
The cobbled path was flanked by Baroque
buildings. At the end was Matthias Gate, the
main entrance of the castle where crowds
had gathered to witness the changing of
the guard.

According to our guide, this gate posed as
the entrance of Buckingham Palace in Jackie
Chan’s Hollywood hit, Shanghai Knights, and
was a stand-in for Vienna’s Leopold Castle in
Edward Norton'’s The Illusionist.

We entered the castle’s grounds
(entrance fee starts from $18.50) to wander
through bejewelled chambers and basilicas
until we reached the main attraction — St
Vitus Cathedral, a beautiful vision of wrought-
iron gates, stained glass windows and gar-
goyles hanging from the roof’s edges.

As we stood by the castle’s edge, looking
out at the city’s skyline — where turquoise
cupolas poke out and spiralling towers spring
into the sky — I could imagine what film-
makers saw in Prague: A place where vari-
ous locales can be realised, be it a historic or
modern setting. Prague is a city that bends
and twists, revealing a multi-faceted per-
sonality.

WHEN IN PRAGUE ...

Go: Numerous airlines fly from
Singapore to Prague with one stopover
for about $1,500. The best time to visit is
in May or September, when the weather
is mild. Prague’s continental weather
sees hot summers and cold winters.
Getting around: The best way to get
around Prague’s Old Town is by tram,
which stops at most of the attractions.
Subways also run through the entire city,
making the commute to new neighbour-
hoods fast and easy.

Budget: Food and accommodation are
cheaper here than in most European
destinations. A standard restaurant meal

costs about $10. Hotel prices range from
$18 per person (Arpacay Hostel) to $200
for a four-star hotel room (Hotel Julian).

MOVIETOUR OPTIONS

1. Prague Walking Tours offers
customised itineraries to explore film
locations. The cost varies according to
the size of the group. www.praguer.com
2. Segway Fun organises three-hour
movie tours on segways for 1,500 koruna
($110). The price includes the use of a
portable DVD player. www.segwayfun.eu
3. Do-it-yourself. Pick up a map that
indicates major film locations from
tourist offices and information counters.
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1-FOR-1* FREE shell
ClubMed ¥ & Petrol Vouchers
pasn, worth UP to S$200
Iy with any Fly & Drive

M‘- holiday booking*
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Fly & Drive Japan .

o Return airfare Lucky Savings: .
o Stay 4/7N with daily breakfast [UGREICIN0IaS
e Dinner on selected days

e 3/6D car rental (S-Class)
e Domestic flight (selected routing)

5D4N Niseko / Furano FrS$ 1.598*
8D7N Hokkaido: et Aok
Choose from 5 different routes! S$2,278
5/8D Kyushu:

Choose from 3 different routes! Frs$ 1 ,638*

8D6N Korea Splendour Spring & Jeju

Lucky Savings: UP to S$40 OFF*

e Return airfare on Korean Airlines

e Experience jet boat & ATV ride at Jeju Island
e Yeoju Premium Outlets, Yongin Everland, Fruit
Farm*, ‘NANTA’ Show

Special Group Dep: Mar — Aug 2010 Frs$ 1 y 168*

ANAZ First Choice Holidays (Ao
Lucky Savings: UP to $$200 OFF* Dep Now!

7D Tohoku fr $$1,988*
7D Honshu Experience fr $$2,038*
7D Hokkaido Delights fr $$2,088*

Dep: Mar — Sep 2010

8D7N Touch Your Heart in Taiwan
Taipei ® Yilan ® Hualien ® Tainan e Taichung
Lucky Savings: UP to S$400 OFF*

e Return airfare on Singapore Airlines

e Stay at local 5-star hotels throughout

e Experience a hot-spring at

Chi Ben Hot-Spring Resort
Special Group Dep : 2, 13,16 Jun FrS$1,268*

5D3N+ 1N FREE 5% Sheraton Full Moon

Resort & Spa, Maldives
e Return airfare on Singapore Airlines
e Stay 4N with daily breakfast
® Return speedboat transfer

"S$1,598"

Best Romantic Holiday in the World
WIN back your holiday with Qantas Airways*
- FLY to Brisbane from $$550* and
domestic flights from S$90* Sbde  TOURISM
- Enjoy S$50 OFF per room* :',,\UEENSLAND

3D2N Hamilton Island Hideaway (Land only)
FrS$ 548*

4D3N Cairns Adventure (Land only)

FREE upgrade to Reef & Green Island il *
Tour with Great Adventures* S$568

4D3N Gold Coast Couple Fun (Land only)

"$$618*

6D4N Sydney / Melbourne / Adelaide Plus

e Return airfare

e Stay 4N at your choice of hotel

e Half / Full day tour + choice of
ONE BONUS excursion

e Return transfer

"S$1,338"

Taxes and fuel surcharges

range from S$20 — S$650*
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Exclusive Preview Sale
for UOB Cardmembers (19 — 25 Feh)
Book now on UOBTravel.com

With Deals So Good, It's No Wonder Everyone’s Jumping For Joy!

20” American Tourister
Cabin Trolley by Samsonite

with min. S$2,000 charge to
any UOB Credit Card*

UOB TRAVEL EXCLUSIVE AIRFARE OFFERS : Jiin, oo « valid with UNI$500
ANAS Fly to Tokyo frS$450* Fly to Hong Kong rS$300* Fly to Brisbane frS$550*
S |

Feel the Freedom of the Open Road with UOB Travel Fly & Drive
FREE Shell Petrol Vouchers worth UP to S$200 with any Fly & Drive holiday booking* £

Best of Asia & Exotic Destinations

Best of Australia, New Zealand, Europe & USA

#20-01, Toa Payoh HDB Hub East Wing
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri (9am - 7pm),
Sat (9am - 2.30pm), Sun & PH (Closed)

*Selected tours and departures; conditions apply. Prices listed are correct as at time of print and are subject to taxes, surcharges and other
incidentals. Bookings for special departures require minimum group size and are subject to availability and confirmation. All gifts and offers
are on a first-come-first served basis, while stocks last. ~Kids fly free is applicable for selected packages to Hong Kong Disneyland only. TA185

FREE cerruti Cardholder

worth S$108 with min. $$1,000
charge to any
UOB-JCB or UOB-CUP Card*
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I UOI‘I.I?Z‘:e%FTI:aveI Redeem UNI$2900* | 0% Interest Instalment Plan
8 SAVE up to S$400* + FREE First Aid Kit* for EXTRA S$50 OFF | for air tickets, cruises & tour packages*

o SKtIDS& o UP to 24% OFF
y", Stay ay Contiki Holidays
FREE at Insight Vacations
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Fly & Drive Australia

® Return airfare FREE 1D .

e Stay 4/5N with daily breakfast (EIEENENIERY
® 4/5D car rental
7D5N Brishane, Sunshine Coast & Gold Coast

FREE admission to @Deck observation®] FrS$ 1 4 18*
’

6D4N Melbourne, Philip Island

& Mornington Peninsula FrS$1 ,288*
7D5N Sydney, Central Coast
& Port Stephens FrS$ ]. ,288*

3D2N Hong Kong 0YO / Special

Lucky Savings: Buy-1-Get-1-FREE Adult Disneyland Theme
Park Tickets OR Couple Discount UP to $$50*

® Return airfare on Cathay Pacific

e Stay 2N at your choice of hotel

* Half day Hong Kong city tour*

® Return transfer

3/4D Bali Getaway

e Return airfare on Qatar Airways
e Stay 2/3N at selected hotels / resorts with daily breakfast

® Return airport to hotel transfer FrS$238~k

Dep : Mon / Thu / Fri / Sun

3D2N Rediscover Oasis of the Heart at

Pathumwan Princess, Bangkok L o

Exclusive for UOB cardholders! By A e

® Return airfare on choice of carrier

e Stay 2N in an Execuplus Suite Room *
with breakfast S$448

5/8D Mauritius Free & Easy

® Unlimited complimentary land & water sports*,:rs$ 8 5 7 *

Dep: Wed / Sat

8D7N Wonders of Nepal
e Return airfare on SilkAir
e Visit 5 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Kathmandu

® Visit UNESCO World Heritage Site:
"S$1,428"

"S$488"

Royal Chitwan National Park
Dep: Daily (except Tue & Thu)

7DA4N London & Paris 0Y0
Lucky Savings: UP to S$100 OFF*
e Return airfare by Singapore Airlines
e Stay 2N each in London & Paris at your choice of hotel
e One-way arrival transfer +

Eurostar Rail (2nd class) *
Dep: Daily FrS$2,388

8D5N Italy Plus

Lucky Savings: UP to S$100 OFF*

e Return airfare on Singapore Airlines

e Stay 1N at Milan, 2N each at Florence & Rome at

choice of hotel FrS$2,688*

e 3D ltaly Rail Flexi Pass

6D3N Romantic San Francisco
Lucky Savings: UP to S$100 OFF*

e Return airfare on Singapore Airlines
e Return transfer by seat-in coach

e Stay 3N at choice of accommodation

* City Pass to 5 major attractions FrS$2 038"
’

Tel: 6252 6822
.H.H.UOBTravel
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