reaker

gether like a jigsaw puzzle using as many of
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TOUR DE DRESDEN

the original stones as possible. Visitors can
still see the lighter-coloured slabs among
the dark original ones, a reminder of the
city's wounded past.

P ——————

Go: Singapore Airlines flies from
Singapore to Dresden with one stop-
over. A return airfare costs about

Beyond the city: Explore the villages
in the outskirts of Dresden by bike
or train. Don’t miss Stolpen’s famed

Visit: Read about Dresden’s latest
happenings on www.dresden.de.
UrBike Project details can be found
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the royal family. We lock our bikes in the
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Special effect: Dresden’s baroque edifices look even more stunning when draped in snow.
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winter and the entire city is draped in white
from last night's snowfall.

As | pause to take in the sights, my
bicycle skids on the icy pathway.

“Let's hope it doesn't snow today,” says
my guide Heiko. "It might be too slippery
to cycle then!”

| secretly hope otherwise. The German
city’s baroque buildings are even more
stunning capped in white. Some of them
contain Europe’s most valuable treasures
and artworks, earning Dresden the name
“Florence of the Elbe".

Criss-cross the city on two wheels
The city is no static museum, however: Last
year, a four-lane bridge was built over the
river, stripping the Elbe Valley of its Unesco
World Heritage Site status. The rationale
was 1o ease traffic congestion but the bridge
remains controversial nevertheless.

We pedal along Dresden’s main cycle
route, the Elbe Cycle Path, which winds

through the city’s traffic-free river banks,

and past photo-worthy edifices and green
Elbe meadows. From the river's edge, | snap
a few shots of Dresden’s striking silhouette
— an artful phalanx of gothic gargoyles and
black domes poking into the sky.

“This is the best spot to view the city,"

Heiko says, before leading me across the
Augustustbrucke Bridge to the Old Town
in the southern bank.

UrBike Project

Riding past strollers and street artists, |
begin to understand the rationale behind
Dresden’s UrBike efforts. Thanks to this
urban project, cycling has been integrated
into Dresden’s culture, creating a growing

no surprise that even in the chilly weather,
there are many other red-cheeked cyclists
like me.

Rolling into the Old Town

We pass snow-laden greenery and rusty
sculptures that sit on the embankment
before leaving the cycle path to brave
Dresden’s traffic. Our first stop: Altstadt
(Old Town). The historic district houses
the city’s most important buildings and
museums, congregating Dresden’s attrac-
tions in one area.

Circling around Neumarkt, the heart of
the OldTown, | struggle to keep my bicycle
from wobbling on the cobbled stone path.
The bustling city square hides its tragic past
behind Renaissance towers and vibrant
outdoor cafes.

It's a bit of a miracle that the square
and surrounding monuments look like this
because Dresden was bombed to a heap
of rubble during WW/II.

The buildings in the Old Town have
since been restored to their former glory,
including the nearby Frauenkirche (Church
of Our Lady). The church was pieced to-

Photo op: Larger-than-life sculptures adorn buildings.

to see the city than on two wheels..
[traveller@mediacorp.com.sg]

Augustusstrasse
Street

e Agentur Engel Reissen
(www.engel-fahrradreisen.de) organises guided
bike tours around the city and beyond. Tours
cost around €12 ($23) for 2 to 3 hours. Bike
rental rates: €8/half-day and €12/full day.
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o NextBike (www.nextbike.de) lets you pick up or drop off bicycles at
various points around the city. Rates: €1/hour or €8/24 hours.

® Radsport Paeperer (www.radsport-paeperer.de) arranges guided bike
tours in the city and long-distance tours nearby. Bike rental rates:

€6.5/half-day, €8.5/full day and €51/week.

® Deutsch Bahn (www.callabike.de), the German train company,
allows you to pick up bikes from major train stations and return them
using the “Call A Bike” system. Rates: €0.08/min or €9/24hours.

¢ Adventure Bike Holidays (www.bikeholidays.eu) arranges five-day
country biking tours from Dresden to Prague, Czech Republic.
Prices (€530 to €770) include accommodation and food.

Download the application from your device's App store.
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